[Is infra-inguinal venous bypass less successful in the woman?].
In the present study the influence of gender in peripheral arterial reconstructions was evaluated. Between 1986 and 1990 we performed 173 infrainguinal vein bypass procedures in 117 men and 56 women. All procedures were carried out for chronic critical leg ischaemia. Bypasses in men were femoral to popliteal in 68%, and femoral to infragenicular in 32% in cases. The corresponding values in women were 52% and 48%. Perioperative 30-day mortality was 2% in men and 2% in women. Long-term survival at 5 years was 50% in men and 44% in women. Life-table primary 5-year patency rates were 81% for men and 74% for women. Limb salvage results at 5 years were 87% for men and 84% for women. The results indicate that in our experience with autogenous vein longterm graft patency and limb salvage results in women are identical to those obtained in men. Infrainguinal arterial reconstruction can be performed in women with mortality rates similar to those of men.